wes 


Official Journal of the San Francisco Labor Council (A.F.L.) 


Vol. XLV 


San Francisco, I December 27, 1946 


Green Asks AFL Members To Battle Anti-Labor Bills 


Facts Surrounding 


Drug Clerks’ Strike 


Some weeks ago Pharmacists’ Union, No. 838, entered 
into negotiations with their employers as represented by 
the San Francisco Drug Store Owners’ Association and 
with the independent drug store proprietors. Negotia- 
tions proceeded at a slow pace and eventually the union 
appealed to the San Francisco Labor Council for as- 
sistance. 

The executive committee of the council recommended 
to the main body that strike sanction be given the union 
and at the same time appointed a sub-committee to as- 
sist the pharmacists in further negotiations. The sub- 
committee consisted of Labor Council President John F. 
Shelley and Executive Board Member George Johns. 

The sub-committee opened negotiations for five solid 
days and nights with the employers. Among the asso- 
ciation’s negotiators were always four or five representa- 
tives of the Owl-Sontag-Rexall combination. The sub- 
committee entered the negotiations with 18 issues and 
always met with opposition to granting any of the 18 
issues. The Owl combination were adamant in their 
stand on anything in the way of concessicns. However, 
the registered pharmacists were granted wage increases, 
but not the clerks. The employers entered a plea that 
if clerks were granted wage increases and shortening of 
their hours, the employers would have to increase selling 
costs of merchandise. 

The sub-committee gave concession after concession 
to the employers until finally the 18 issues had dimin- 
ished to one issue. The sub-committee had practically 
given the shirt off the back of the union. 

The committee proposed as a fundamental issue that 
the clerks be granted a five-day work week of 40 hours 
for $43 per week. The wage is the same as that being 
paid for 48 hours weekly work. The committee felt that 
in face of concessions made, in face of other wage and 
hour settlements effected for comparable employment, 
that the drug store owners of San Francisco could go 
along. Again, the stone wall of an adamant position 
blocked the efforts of all concerned to avoid using the 
strike sanction. 

Monday of last week, the negotiators and the union 
explained their position to representatives of the inde- 
pendent group. That group appeared satisfied that the 
union’s compromise offer was fair in all respects, stating 
they would endeavor to get their people to agree to ac- 
ceptance. However, the answer finally came that all drug 
store proprietors must ‘‘stand together,’ and the union's 
compromise offer was rejected. 

Thus, a strike of the Owl-Sontag-Regall combination 
came into being. Not because of any arbitrary action of 
a union, but because of a position taken by a combina- 
tion. , 

On Friday, December 20, the United States Concilia- 
tion Service entered the picture in the person of Com- 
missioner Hoskins, but nothing came of the meeting 
except the drug combination’s demand that the union 
call off the strike, remove the pickets. Under those terms, 
the drug firms stated they would re-open negotiations. 
The union refused the request. 

In reporting the matter to the Labor Council Friday 
evening, December 20, Committee Member Johns stated 
that the union stands ready to re-open negotiations under 
conditions consistent with good legitimate Labor prac- 
tices. He further stated that the union will (and did) 
do anything to resolve the final settlement which must 
come, with the exception of removing the picket lines, 
believing that the union has more than met the demands 
of the employers. He requested that men and women of 
Organized Labor of San Francisco assist Pharmacists’ 
Union, No. 838, in their efforts to gain in part that which 
has been granted other workers of this city and of the 


Nation. eC ae 
Wheat Export Large 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—The U. S. Department of 
Agriculture has just reported export allocations of ap- 
proximately 28 million bushels of wheat, corn and other 
grains for January, 1947. Among the principal coun- 
tries to whom grain has been allocated are: United King- 
dom. the USSR zone in Germany, Italy, Japan, Korea, 
the French zone of Germany, Austria, Mexico, Belgium, 
the Netherlands, Finland, Switzerland and China. The 
allocations to Austria, China, Greece and Italy are 
through UNRRA. Miscellaneous allocations total 13,000 
tons of wheat and corn. 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—The complete letter sent 
by AFL President William Green to the officers of all 
State Federations of Labor, city central bodies and di- 
rectly affiliated bodies follows: 

The 80th Congress will convene in Washington, D. C., 
beginning January 3, 1947. It is reported that the mem- 
bers of Congress will be called upon to give considera- 
tion to highly objectionable anti-Labor legislation. Such 
legislation, if enacted into law, would vitally affect the 
economic interests and well-being of the workers of the 
Nation, as well as their freedom and the exercise of all 
their rights under the Constitution of the United States. 
I am confident attempts will be made to limit and cur- 
tail the exercise of the legitimate functions of Labor 
organizations. 

I greatly fear attempts will be made to change the 
Wagner Labor Relations Act, modify the Norris-LaGuar- 
dia Act. make illegal union shop agreements, restrict 
the exercise of the right to strike, subject workers to 
civil suits for damages for participation in strikes in al- 
leged violation of contracts and, in addition, enact fur- 
ther objectionable Labor legislation similar to the n 
rious Case Bill which was passed at the last sessio 
Congress. 


New Labor Slogan 
Suggested for '47 


ATLANTIC CITY (ILNS)—A “good day's work for 
a fair day's pay’’ should be Labor's slogan in 1947, Harry 
C. Harper of Trenton, Commissioner of Labor for New 
Jersey, urged here. 

Addressing the annual convention of the New Jersey 
we Building and Construction Trades Council, Harper 
said: 

“Today a segment of Labor is being criticized because 
of the actions of some trades in failing to realize that 
the goodwill not only of the employer but of the people 
can be lost if Labor shirks its responsibility. This would 
be disastrous.’ 

Ray C. Kirkpatrick, director of labor relations for the 
Federal Works Agency in Washington, said that for the 
first time in a period of near-peak employment, this Na- 
tion is preparing a source of good jobs for the Nation’s 


“onstruction workers against the time when the private 
ae 


‘3 for construction labor tapers off. 
; re) 2 a 7 
Unfortunately, a large number of congressmen w. 


voted in favor of the passage of the Case Bill at the last 
session of Congress were re-elected by increased majori- 
ties. They will accept their elections as a vindication of 
their action and as endorsement of the votes they cast in 
favor of the Case Bill. 

I deem it my duty to report to the membership of the 
American Federation of Labor the legislative outlook 
for Labor during the 80th Congress is a matter of deep 
concern. We will do everything that lies within our 
power to prevail upon the members of Congress to vote 


Communist Removed 
From New Jersey 


e 
Labor Convention 

ATLANTIC CITY (AFLN)—A man who began 
distribution of The Daily Worker to delegates at the 
State Federation of Labor's 68th annual convention 
was escorted out of the Ambassador Hotel here by 
five convention delegates. 

“We'll have no communist literature at this con- 
vention,” declared President Louis P. Marciante. 

Shortly after this incident State Labor Commis- 
sioner Harry C. Harper told the delegates that any 
“major attempt’’ to destroy unionization would be 
defeated “because the fate of Labor is the ultimate 
fate of the Nation.” 

Harper spoke after Marciante told the convention 
anti-Labor legislation would lead to Marxism and 
would be resisted vigorously by the AFL at every 
turn. 

Harper said: 

“Unionization is here to stay, and any major legis- 
lative attempt to destroy it—although I doubt that 
any such attempts will be made—will be defeated. 

“The fate of Labor is the fate of industry and the 
ultimate fate of the Nation itself.’’ 

The Labor commissioner said the public must be 
educated “to realize there is a common ground on 
which Labor and industry can meet.” 


against and oppose objectionable anti-Labor legislation, 
but the facts are that we must deal with the anti-Labor 
and reactionary Members of Congress, elected by the 
voters, who will pass upon legislation vitally affecting 
Labor at this coming session of Congress. Because of 
my apprehension and feeling of deep concern over the 
situation, I am addressing you this communication, ear- 
nestly requesting the officers of your organization and 
the members of the American Federation of Labor in the 
locality in which your organization functions, to com- 
municate with your representatives in Congress protesting 
against the enactment of anti-Labor legislation and _ re- 
questing them to stand by Labor and vote against anti- 
Labor legislation. 

The voice of Labor should be heard by the members 
of Congress. They should know of your feelings of deep 
concern and particularly that you are alert—that you will 
watch how they vote and if they vote for anti-Labor 
legislation, they cannot expect the support of Labor in 
the event they are candidates for re-election to Congress. 

Please bear in mind that every working man and wo- 
man and every member of Organized Labor will be af- 


Cage ‘ible Jan. | 
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"3 U. S. Security Benefits 


WASHINGTU., (AFLN)—Approximately 5,000,000 
persons will be eligible for permanent insurance under 
the Social Security Act before January 1, 1947, it was 
announced by the Social Security Board. 

Of these 4,800,000 will have achieved that status by 
virtue of having completed 10 years of service in jobs 
covered by the act. Others will become eligible by rea- 
son of their 55th birthday and having served in security- 
covered employment for at last half the number of calen- 
dar quarters between January 1, 1937, and the time of 
reaching the age of 65. 


Soap Uncertainty Blamed 
On Conflict in Cabinet 


NEW YORK CITY (AFLN)—Conflicting Opinions 
of Cabinet members were blamed by trade sources here 
for uncertainty on how much soap will be made available 
for consumers in the United States next year. World 
allocations were to have been announced recently by the 
International Emergency Food Council, they stated, but 
were withheld due to the disagreement. The Department 
of Agriculture has taken the position that the United 
States should have more edible and inedible fats and 
oils in 1947 than were allocated during the 1945-1946 
periods. The Departments of State and Commerce have 
taken the opposite veiw, trade circles said, because of 
foreign policy considerations. 


Insurance Agents Gain 

WASHINGTON (ILNS)—Progress all over the coun- 
try is reported by the American Federation of Labor's 
Insurance Agents’ Council. New locals have been formed 
in Michigan, Pennsylvania, Indiana, Maryland, Texas, 
Virginia, Georgia and other States. Elections have been 
won all the way from New York to California and con- 
tracts providing increased compensation and other bene- 
fits have been negotiated with some of the Nation’s 
biggest insurance companies. 


25,000 Miners Reaffiliate 


CHICAGO (AFLN)—tTwenty-five thousand Illinois 
miners, members of 165 United Mine Workers’ local 
unions associated with the AFL, have reaffiliated with 
the Illinois State Federation of Labor, Victor A. Olander, 
secretary-treasurer of the State Federation, announced. 
He said he sent a “welcome back" message to Hugh 
White of Springfield, IIl., president of District 31, 
UMW-AEFL. 


(SE Ee 
fected deeply by such anti-Labor legislation. That means 


in communicating with those who represent you in Con- 
gress, you will be appealing in behalf of yourself as well 
as your fellow workers in all sections of the country. 

I respectfully urge you to carry out the suggestions 
and recommendations herein made immediately. Keep 
informed as to the action of your representatives in Con- 
gress, communicate with them immediately urging them 
to stand by Labor in the exercise of its right to join and 
maintain unions and to enjoy in full the freedom and 
liberty guaranteed by the Constitution of the United 
States. 


Chicago Electricians 
Get Liberal Contract 


CHICAGO (AFLN)—The International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers (AFL), local B-1031, signed with 
the Jefferson Electric Company, Bellwood, what Joseph 
M. Jacobs, union attorney, described as one of the most 
liberal Labor contracts ever enacted in the Chicago area. 

The new contract, Jacobs said, covers 1,500 employees 
of the electrical equipment manufacturers firm and was 
negotiated by Z. A. Tregenza, vice-president in charge 
of Labor relations, and Frank Darling, business man- 
ager of the local which numbers 14,000 members in 
Cook county. 

Jacobs said that not once in 10 years of contract ne- 
gotiations with the company has the union struck while 
moving continuously toward better pay and working 
conditions. The new contract provides a new hourly 
average rate of $1.33 for all workers, six paid holidays. 
paid vacations ranging from one to four weeks, free 
hospitalization, surgical and medical fees, and free life 
insurance. All members of the local now are covered 
by a free hospitalization plan. They work for 38 firms 
in Cook county. 


AFL to Fight Closed 
Shop Ban in Nebraska 


LINCOLN, Nebr. (ILNS)—The recently adopted 
Nebraska amendment outlawing the closed union shop 
will be appealed to the U. S. Supreme Court if neces- 
sary, H. S. Thatcher of Washington, American Feder- 
ation of Labor attorney, said here. 

“Because the Nebraska amendment had the clearest, 
most expressive language, the Nebraska case will be 
pushed through the Supreme Court in advance of ap- 
peals from similar amendments passed in three other 
States (Florida, South Dakota and Arizona),” he said. 

Thatcher announced the plans for making a test of 
the Nebraska amendment as AFL leaders met here to 
map a course of action to be followed when the new 
amendment becomes effctive on proclamation of the 
Governor some time in December. 

The AFL attorney said the amendment will be chal- 
lenged on the ground that it is in conflict with the Wag- 
ner Labor Relations Act and is an excessive and arbitrary 
use of the police power. 


N. Y. Construction Wage Rise 


ALBANY (AFLN)—Average weekly earnings of 
construction workers rose $1.09 to $61.84 in October, a 
record for the industry in the State, Edward Corsi, In- 
dustrial Commissioner reported. In New York City, he 
added, the weekly average jumped from $62.19 in Sep- 
tember to $63.33, while up-State the gain was from 
$58.36 to $59.47. Employees averaged 34.4 hours week- 
ly in New York City and 39.3 hours up-State. Con- 
struction employment was 72 per cent higher and pay- 
rolls 89 per cent higher than in October, 1945, Mr. 
Corsi said. 
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Purchasing Facts 


FLASHLIGHT BATTERIES 


One brand of flashlight batteries was found to have 
two and a half times the life of any other brand tested 
by Consumers Union. It is Burgess Uni-Cell No. 2, 
selling at 10 cents. Eighteen brands of dated and un- 
dated ‘‘D”’ batteries used in standard two-cell flashlights 
were tested and rated on the number of minutes of actual 
useful life under fixed conditions. While dating is no 
assurance of quality, it at least assures the purchaser of 
reasonably fresh merchandise. Inasmuch as dry cells 
normally deteriorate even when not in use, all cells 
should be dated. 


Next to the Burgess Uni-Cell No. 2 in useful life, CU 


found the undated Ward’s Super Cell Leakproof, Cat. 
No. 3265, and Ray-O-Vac Leakproof No. 2 LP. 


(Source: Consumers’ Union) 


Jap Workers Receive 
Pamphlets from AFL 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—According to a_ report 
just received by William Green, AFL president, from 
the Labor Education Branch of General MacArthur's 
Headquarters in Japan, an AFL pamphlet on ‘Co-ops 
and Labor Union” has been translated into Japanese for 
wide distribution among Japanese trade unions. 

Because of the great interest of the Japanese unions in 
American union activities, this pamphlet, the first in a 
series of AFL publications to be sent from the United 
States, will be passed on to the two major Japanese Trade 
Union Federations, the Sodomei and the Sanbetsu, for 
distribution among their trade union membership in 
their native language. 


Liquid Gas Workers Win Pact 


ATLANTA (ILNS)—The Southern office of the AFL 
says that Organizer Walter Mitchell reports the signing 
of a very favorable contract for Southern Liquid Gas Co. 
employees organized in the International Chemical Work- 
ers’ Union at Dothan, Ala. The contract provided union 
shop, one to two weeks paid vacation, 15 days annual 
sick leave, straight time pay for holidays not worked, 
double time for holidays worked, wages ranging from 
$28 for labor to $42 for top skills, six months wage re- 
opening clause. Organizer Mitchell has opened nego- 
tiations for Home Oil Co. and for Oak Leather at De- 
catur, Ala. Both of these concerns are organized in the 
Chemical Workers, that union having recently won 
elections in these plants. 


Greater Output Urged 


NEW YORK CITY (ILNS)—''Slowdowns” by either 
management or Labor at the present time would be 
“fatal to Britain's policy of full employment,” Charles 
Dukes, vice-chairman of the Trades Union Congress, 
said at a Labor Party meeting in Yorkshire, dispatches 
from London say. During the war, Dukes said, Britain 
accomplished wonders in production under the spur of 
wartime danger. Now, with a chance to improve living 
standards by increasing production, the nation should be 
able to match its wartime output record, he asserted. 


Clubs and Hotels Up Pay 


NEW YORK CITY (ILNS)—A new three-year con- 
tract covering 2,000 employees in 200 residence clubs and 
small hotels here has been announced by the Associated 
Hotel and Residence Clubs, Inc. The contract, made 
with the Hotel Front Service Employees’ Union, Local 
144, AFL, provided for wage increases, shorter hours 
and an employer-financed insurance fund. 
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On New Housing Policy 


WASHINGTON (ILNS)—Declaring that the build- 
ing industry will now have a field day constructing night 
clubs, theaters, juke joints, and high cost homes for the 
wealthy, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., national housing 
chairman of the American Veterans Committee (AVC), 
charged that President Truman’s new policy marks a 
return to “business as usual” in veterans’ housing. 

“The removal of ceilings and controls over homes 
for veterans means literally that there will be no roofs 
over the heads of the men who fought and won the 
greatest war in history,’ Roosevelt said. “Only emer- 
gency measures can break the housing bottleneck.” He 
declared that homes for veterans will still rent or sell at 
prices far beyond what they can afford to pay. 

Roosevelt pledged the American Veterans’ Committee 
to an intensified fight to maintain rent controls without 
change and to secure a speedy passage of the Wagner- 
Ellender-Taft housing bill. 

The American Legion took a different view of the 
new housing policy, endorsing it in part but urging that 
non-residential construction not be allowed to interfere 
with housing for veterans. 


$3,000,000 Action Filed 
By Miners for Travel Pay 


HUNTINGTON, W. Va. (AFLN)—A suit “in ex- 
cess of three million dollars’ in overtime payments to 
employees for time spent going to and from their jobs in 
the local plant has been filed in Federal Court here 
against the International Nickel Co. The action was 
filed by a representative of the United Mine Workers 
District 50, Local 13034, which is made up of employees 
of the company’s Huntington plant, while 11 named 
employees are suing on behalf of themselves and others. 

Some 2,000 employees are involved in the suit for 
overtime dating back to 1938, under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. The union’s contention is that the work- 
ers should have been paid for all time spent on com- 
Pany property in preparing for their work, instead of 
just for the actual time they were at work at their as- 
signed stations. 


| Veterans' Groups Differ 


Irvin L. Brown Heads 
Grocery Clerks’ Union 


As indicated last week, Grocery Clerks’ Union, No. 
648, held an election of officers on December 19. Run- 
ning for the office of president of the union was William 
C. Boyce and Irvin L. Brown. Mr. Brown was chosen 
president by the members of the union. With nine can- 
didates running for the union’s executive committee, 
Arthur Collins, James O'Connor, Ravmond Sabourin, 
Rolland A. Borden, Harold Borden and Robert Gressler 
were chosen to head up that committee for 1947. Other 
officers were selected without opposition. 


Traveling Shows' Contract Signed 


ATLANTA (ILNS)—The American Federation of 
Musicians has signed a contract with traveling road 
shows at Albany, Ga., the American Federation of Labor 
Southern office here reports. Musicians under the con- 
tract received a raise to $60 a week from $30 and the 
band leader to $85 a week from $45. William K. 
Stevens of the American Federation of Musicians han- 
dled the matter, assisted by Organizer Anthony of the 
Georgia Federation of Labor and Organizer Reése of 
the southern AFL staff. 


Cat Skins Imported 


MELBOURNE, Australia (AFLN)—America is buy- 
ine and using shipments of cat skins from Australia. 
These skins are used as dress trimmings. 
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More U. S. Aid Asked for 
labor Education Work 


WASHINGTON (ILNS)—The thirteenth National 
Conference on Labor Legislation, which met here De- 
cember 2 to 4, called upon the federal government to 
increase iis service in Labor education. The conference 
endorsed the new Labor Education Service, of the Divi- 
sien of Labor Standards, U. S. Labor Department, which 
provides teaching material to universities and unions, 
and asked for a minimum appropriation of $100,000 
next year. 

The additional funds should be used to give further 
assistance to unions and schools with their Labor educa- 
tion programs, the resolution said, and to prepare mate- 
rial for classroom use in such subjects as collective bar- 
gaining, arbitration, and Labor history. 

The same committee also urged full Labor support of 
the work of the national committee for the Extension 
of Labor Education, a joint AFL, CIO and Railroad 
Brotherhood group. This committee is working for a 
bill establishing a Labor Extension Service in the Labor 
Department which would make available federal grants- 
in-aid to State and local public agencies for the develop- 
ment of Labor education. The conference recommended 
legislation of this type. 


Continued European Aid 
Is Urged by Commission 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Unless the United States 
continues to help Europe climb out of its post-war disor- 
ganization, it faces charges that its interest in European 
affairs is only ‘impulsive’ and “‘selfish,” the National 
Planning Commission declared in a report issued here. 

The outstanding fear on the continent, the spokesman 
for the committee asserted, is that the United States 
will withdraw its interest and that competition between 
East and West will lead to another war. A long-term 
inspection of Germany, to make certain that nation is 
denied military equipment, was recommended by Dr. 
John K. Galbraith, author of the report. 


Business Loans Increase 


By $1 16,000,000 in Week 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Setting another new high, 
business loans rose $116,000,000 in the week ending 
December 11, the Federal Reserve Board reported here. 
Federal Reserve member banks in 101 large cities said 
$10,287,000,000 in commercial industrial and agricultur- 
al loans were outstanding on that date, $3,159,000,000 
above a year ago. 

Real estate loans increased $11,000,000 to a total of 
$1,531,000,000, or $450,000,000 higher than a year ago. 
Total loans of all types rose $97,000,000 to a total of 
$16,703,000,000, or $752,000,000 above a’ year ago. 


Many Veterans Face Loss 
Of Right to Citizenship 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Approximately 100,000 
veterans will lose the right to quick and easy citizenship 
on December 31 unless they act by that date. They are 
the nationals of other countries who served honorably 
in the armed forces of the United States. For them, a 
special law provides that they may become citizens of 
the United States without a waiting period, regardless 
of how recently they came to America and with the 
simplest formalities. 


Food Prices to Drop 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—The U. S. Department of 
Agriculture has announced that present trends indicate 
that food prices—now at record levels—will drop within 
three to six months, just as they did after World War I, 
although perhaps not as much. 
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Union Label Column 


By I. M. OrRNBURN 
Secy.-Treas., Union Label Trades Dept., AFL 


Buyers show great faith in trade-name labels. They 
do not see the contents of a container in which products 
are sold but because of their faith in old brands they 
are confident that certain ones are always good. so they 
purchase them. 

The Union Label represents far more than merely a 
brand name and should instill in the consumer a greater 
faith in goods because it represents the skilled worker 
who processed the goods from raw products. Consum- 
€rs can accept the Union Label on a product as a guar- 
antee of quality. The same applies to union services des- 
ignated by the Shop Card or Service Button. As a 
guarantee of quality they néed have no doubt about 
workmanship. They can have the utmost confidence in 
the union workers who made the product or performed 
the service and who have a pride in the fact that they 
are designated by the Union Label. Shop Card, or Serv- 
ice Button. 

When a trade union customer goes into a store and 
finds no Union Label on the products displayed on the 
shelf, he should at least ask for it—because it is the 
continual demand that prompts the merchant to urge 
the manufacturer to place the Union Label on his mer- 
chandise. 

Unless members of unions create this demand, they 
may expect to have their wages cut to those of unor- 
ganized workers. Why should manufacturers display a 
Union Label if they receive no inducement in purchases 
from Union Label-conscious buyers? 


State Agency Is 
Large Taxpayer 


State taxes! $229,028.92! Few realize a State agency 
is a large taxpayer. According to Paul Scharrenberg, 
chairman of the board of directors, the State Compensa- 
tion Insurance Fund has sent a check to the State Treas- 
urer for $229,028.92 in payment of its taxes on 1945 
business. Since 1917, the State Compensation Insurance 
Fund has paid taxes in excess of $4,000,000 which has 
been credited to the general fund of the State. 

The State Compensation Insurance Fund is entirely 
self-supporting, paying all of its expenses, including 
State taxes at the same rate as other workmen's compen- 
sation imsurance carriers. The tax rate on 1945 business 
is 2.45 per cent of net premium income. 


Union to Pay $1 Damages 

BIRMINGHAM (ILNS)—A $250,000 suit by the 
Pullman-Standard car manufacturing company against the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, in con- 
nection with a strike last year, was closed here following 
the entering of a consent decree under which the union 
agreed to pay a judgment of $1 and court costs. The 
suit had charged that a strike of 13 journeymen electri- 
cians at Pullman’s Bessemer, Ala., plant last October 
29, violated the union contract. 
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| Labor Law Conference 


Asks 75c Minimum Wage 


WASHINGTON (ILNS)—An immediate increase to 
75 cents an hour in the federal minimum wage was 
recommended by the Thirteenth National Conference on 
Labor Legislation, meeting here, December 2-4. The 
conference gave substantial increases in living costs dur- 
ing the last 12 months as its reason for upping the 65- 
cent minimum recommended last year. The present min- 
imum is 40 cents an hour. 

The conference recommendations on this and other 
phases of wage and hour legislation, covering both State 
and federal statutes, were based upon the report of a 
committee, headed by Miss Elizabeth Nord, Administra- 
tive Assistant to the Director of Labor in Rhode Island. 

In adopting the committee's report, the conference also 
urged amendments to extend coverage under the Fair 
Labor Standards Act to all children employed in estab- 
lishments engaged in or producing for interstate com- 
merce; amendment of the act to provide a five-year 
statute of limitations on the filing of wage claims, and 
similar liberal limitations in State laws; coverage of male 
employees by State minimum wage laws; elimination of 
industrial home work; equal pay for women; legal lim- 
itation on hours of work to eight hours a day and 48 
a week, with special additional limitations for minors, 
and shift differentials and other considerations for em- 
ployees on night work. 

Californians attending the conference were Charles 
W. Real, president California State Federation of Labor, 
and Paul Scharrenberg, director of California State De- 
partment of Industrial Relations. 


Department Store Sales Up 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Department store sales 
for the week ending November 7 were up 19 per cent 
over sales for the same period a year ago. A weekly 
index for department store sales, unadjusted for seasonal 
variations, stood at 477 as compared with 401 reported 
on December 8 of last year. The 1935-39 average is 100. 
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1947 —A Year of Promise? 


Editorial writers about this time of year crystal-ball 
gaze and invariably come up with the propositions that 
the new year is one of promise and of great things for 
the good of the common man. 


We would like to reverse the procedure. Not having 
the gift of a clairvoyant, we make no such predictions. 
We would rather go along with the assumption that 
“what is to be will be.” We know that Organized Labor 
will have some stern realities thrust upon it by those 
who would like to do away with Organized Labor, espe- 
cially by what they like to term “legal methods.’ That, 
we presume, is by legislative action in State and na- 
tional seats of lawmaking. We further assert that men 
and women of Organized Labor must realize the neces- 
sity of careful consideration of all political candidates 
during the year, the political philosophy they espouse, 
and not to become embroiled in political dogmas. We 
think the American people can master any situation 
arising. What 1947 holds for this Nation we know will 
be met with the same spirit that made this Nation pos- 
sible. We know that Labor will shoulder its responsi- 
bilities and we expect Management to display the same 
willingness of co-operation. 


5-40-43 


The figures printed above are not figures of some 
Oriental mystic cult. They represent a more than fair 
compromise offer from the Pharmacists’ Union to the 
retail drug store proprietors of San Francisco. Ask 
yourself if a five-day week of 40 hours for a sum of $43 
could be considered inflationary? You may smile at 
such a request, but to members of the union it is serious. 
So serious, in fact, that strike action had to be resorted 
to. Originally, the union had placed 18 issues for ne- 
gotiations but reduced the number to one issue—that of 
wages and hours. The plea that if the employers make 
such a concession to the clerks, merchandise would have 
to be increased in price to the consumers is a little thin 
and threadbare. Management can, in this case, grant the 
request of their clerks without hardship. The working 
people involved in this trade dispute are responsible 
people of this community. They are cognizant of their 
responsibilities and demonstrated their good faith by 
conceding issue after issue to avoid striking for their 
modest demands. They are worthy of all support the 
Labor Movement of this community can extend to them. 
The writer talked with members on their picket lines. 
He /lid not hear one undue remark concerning their 
employers other than that of disappointment and regret 
that such action was forced on them. Their spirit 
is fine, realizing that they are in something not of their 
making. We hope that before this is published the 
whole thing is settled and that the fine people of the 
union will again be in their accustomed places in the 
stores serving the public. They deserve their victory and 
they have the support of the Labor Movement of San 
Francisco. 

We also hope that we are wrong in the assumption 
that the refusal of the drug combination’s willingness 
to adjust this matter is not a part of a plan for future 
action by other groups. 


Clarion Calls 


By TEMPLE SNOOPER 


Gayety abounding at all the Christmas parties held at 
the Labor Temple the singing of Mike Katz a 
feature of the Christmas party given by the Organiza- 
tional Strategy Committee! Open house held at the 
Wilk Wagon Drivers, No. 226, a complete success! Also 
the party for members of the Production Workers, No. 
1327, and Machinists, No. 68! 

“A study in nonchalance’”’ ... the pictures of Alfred 
Armstrong and John St. Peter as they appeared in the 
photo in this month’s issue of the Golden Gate Restau- 
rant Review! 
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TRADE UNIONS 


By WILLIAM TRANT 
(Continued From Last Week) 


It were tedious to mention the various events which 
have ruffled the career of the laborer during the last 
century. It is often stated that wages had gradually ris- 
en and food had cheapened. This, however, is a mistake. 
From 1800 until after the repeal of the Corn Laws the 
state of the laborer seems never to have been in its 
natural condition. During that period wages were never 
high, and at times the distress was very great. - England 
was then (1810-1812) in anything but an enviable posi- 
tion. On the Continent the hand of every nation was 
against her, and her hand was against every nation. She 
was at war with all the empires she had not subsidized in 
the Old World, and her arms were struggling with her 
own offspring in the New World, as well as fighting a 
war of oppression in the Indies. These wars, which last- 
ed for a quarter of a century, spread misery like a pall 
over the land. Trade was paralyzed; foreign ports, both 
in Europe and America, were closed to us, and by a pig- 
headed policy* our ports were closed to them. There 
was not work for anybody, and nearly everybody, there- 
fore, was starving. Just at this time an event took place 
which, although a great blessing, and known to be so 
at the time by far-sighted men, was not unaccompanied 
by those disasters which generally accompany great 
changes. While nearly all men were out of work, 
capitalists began to introduce into the manufacturing dis- 
tricts labor-saving machines, which dispensed with seven 
out of every eight handworkers. This was the last 
straw. 


The men were in no humor for reasoning on the 
principles of political economy. They were starving; 
and to their eyes the new machinery cut off every chance 
of their ever working again. They formed the strongest 
and most secret combination ever known in this country. 
Their object was to destroy the new machines, and for 
three years the havoc they committed, especially in 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, and Nottinghamshire, was im- 
sense. It was not until enormous powers were granted 
to the military, the magistracy, and the police, that the 
conspiracy was brought to an end by the execution of 
thirty of the ringleaders.** 


Such was the miserable condition of the laborers, and 
their meagre powers of combination, at the dawn of the 
nineteenth century. Everywhere the combination laws 
were in full force; the truck system was almost univer- 
sally established, and still further, to make the workman 
dependent, he was paid at long intervals; and any ad- 
vances kindly made to him by a generous employer were 
charged for at the rate of 200 per cent per annum. Add 
to these the fact that the men were kept at work sixteen 
hours out of every twenty-four, and it will be no matter 
of surprise that they were driven to defy the cruel and 
unjust laws which oppressed them, and to carry out their 
object, not only in the most natural of all ways, but by 
the means with which they were most familiar, namely, 
by combination. 


The progress ot industry at last rendered this im- 
perative. The application of steam power to the pro- 
cesses of manufacture. followed by the inventions of 
Arkwright, Crompton, Hargreaves, at the close of the 
eighteenth century, and others, had almost annihilated 
the domestic system of manufacturing. Hitherto weav- 
ing had been carried on in private houses and in sheds 
adjoining them, as is still the case in some parts of 
Yorkshire, as, for instance, the villages about Hudders- 
field and Leeds. Apprentices lived with their masters 
as part of the family.t It was a common occurrence 
for the apprentice to marry his master’s daughter, and 
enter into partnership with her father. With the im- 
provement of machinery, however, when several looms 
were worked by one engine, the domestic system was 
supplanted by the factory system. The rapid production 
of new machines ruined the trade of the hand loom 
weaver. There can be no doubt that the introduction 
of machinery was at first extremely injurious to those 
whose means of living were affected—as, indeed, every 
improvement in machinery must injure those who are 
only able to keep in the old groove. By the invention 
of machinery the public, who paid less for their goods, 


and the manufacturers who produced more cloth for - 


the same, or a less outlay, were the gainers. The old 
weavers were the only losers.t 


*The notorious “Orders in Council.” 

**The “Luddite Rising,” as the di-affecticn has been called, 
was intensified by the fact that, whereas the operatives were 
starving, the capitalists were hording. Mr. J. R. Green 
says: ‘‘The war enriched the landowner, the capitalist, the 
manufacturer, the farmer; but it impoverished the poor. It 
is indeed, from the fatal years which lie between the Peace 
of Amiens and Waterloo that we must date the war of 
classes, that social severance between rich and poor, be- 
tween employers and employed, which still forms the great 
difficulty of English politics.” 

yIn 1806 there were above 100 such apprentices in Armley 
a manufacturing village of between 4,000 and 5,000 in- 
habitants. 

tThis has always been the case. The Objections in 1730 to 
the ‘‘new-fangled machine’’ (for winnowing) introduced into 
Scotland are well known. 


(Continued Next Week) 


New Year's Bells 
By EDNA LAUREL CALHAN 


New Yeat’s Eve. A happy time 
Celebrat'd in every clime, 
Joyful bells, with ringing tune 
Start, in early afternoon, 
Singing messages so clear, 
Ev'ry listen’ng heart to cheer. 


Men, children join the fun 

As New Year's day is begun; 

Happ'ly, forget they sorrow, 

And the cares of the morrow; 

Greet old friends, with lightsome heart, 
Off'ring each a generous part. 


Sweetly ringing bells, this day, 
Echo softly, down each way; 
Bird-song blends harmon’ously, 
Nature adding melody; 

Melting snow, yule trees glisten, 
Sleeping flow’rlets stir and listen. 


Bells ringing. Time to renew 

Life’s promise. A better view 

Of service giving, until 

Measur'd through time’s winding mill, 
Another year, starts its reign, 
Recording there ill, or gain. 


New Year's Eve, a merry throng, 
Laughing words in heart and song, 
Banish Father Time this night; 
Mirth to reign till morning light. 
Ever, may each New Year’s Day, 
Joyous be, this care-free way. 


Community Chest 
Information Service 


By FRANK FITZGERALD 


Question—My four-year-old son has been quarreling 
so much with his older brother (seven years old) re- 
cently that my wife and I have been wondering what is 
at the root of the difficulty. We try to treat both chil- 
dren as alike as possible so that neither one is a favorite 
and until last year it seemed to work beautifully. Now 
the youngest child is developing quite a temper and has 
become disobedient in addition—something he had never 
been before. Because we don’t want our family life to 
get out of control, we would like to have any suggestions 
you might have to offer to solve the children’s problems. 

Answer—You are wise parents who seek to discover 
the answer to your children’s problems while they are 
still so young. My suggestion would be that you con- 
tact the Children’s Hospital Child Guidance Clinic for 
an appointment to consult with experts on your chil- 
dren's behaviour problems. The address is 3700 Cali- 
fornia street and the phone number BAyview 1200. 


What Next? 


That sweet tooth of yours may be in for an added 
treat—the result of a Dutch discovery of a chemical 
compound 4,000 times as sweet as cane sugar, says’ 
Forbes Magazine. Ultimate result: Far-reaching econo- 
mies in the food, candy and beverage industries. 


e484 
Curtin's Corner 
By JoHN H. CurTIN 
(Member of S. F. Typographical Union No. 21) 


Assemblyman-Movie Actor Albert Dekker writes to 
comment on Curtin’s Plan for Liquidating Wars, run 
here November 15. That proves what I've always said: 
Some Assemblymen can read. 

When you lose your temper, someone else wins his 
point. 

U. S. Senator J. W. Fulbright, Arkansas, writes he 
is “giving close study to proposed Labor legislation.” 
For our country’s good, Senator, let’s not disorganize 
Organized Labor. 

Looks like the only two that can live cheaper than 
one these days are . . . a flea and a dog. 

U. S. Senator Joseph H. Ball, Minnesota, writes to 
enclose speech he gave before NAM in New York. 
Please now, Senator, let us not play games; you're a big 
boy now! q 

Politicians evidently believe a nonpartisan speech ig 
one in which nothing good is said about alleged enemies 
and nothing bad about supposed friends. 

With credit lines to the San Francisco Labor Clarion, 
CurTIN’s CORNER has run in The Terre Haute (Ind.) 
Advocate, The Brewers’ Journal (Chicago), Al La Forge’s 
Pillar of Piffle (Los Angeles), The Omaha (Nebr.) 
Unionist, et al. 

We talk about ourselves with reluctance, but we man- 
age to overcome our reluctance. 

What 1 like about the United States: We prefer good 
times to bad because in good times we are short of goods 
and materials, but in bad times we are short of jobs and 
money. 


Labor Clarion 


All Wage Cases to Be 
Cleared by January 15 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Processing of wage vio- 
lation cases—it's the final major task—is expected to 
be completed by the Wage Stabilization Board by Janu- 
ary 15—well in advance of the February 24 termination 
Bey fixed for the board by President Truman’s executive 
order. 

Phillips L. Garman, acting WSB chairman, said the 
board should adhere to its self-imposed deadline of 
January 15 for the 11 regional offices. At that time all 
regional boards are expected to be liquidated and appeals 
from them will be handled by the national board in the 
period remaining. 

Under the executive order, any enforcement matters 
pending on February 24 and any violations which may 
subsequently be brought to light will be transferred for 
action to the Bureau of Internal Revenue of the Treasury 
Department. 3 

Of about 6,700 violation cases outstanding when wage 
controls were removed last month, some 2,700 have been 
settled to the satisfaction of the government and the 
other parties involved, Mr. Garman said. 

He said the pending enforcement cases for the most 
part grew out of violations in the building construction 


field. 


Legislative Program 


SAN FRANCISCO (CFLN)—Bills prepared for sub- 
mission to the State legislature when it convenes in Janu- 
ary, 1947, were placed by Secretary Haggerty before the 
executive council of the California State Federation of 
Labor at its quarterly meeting, December 20-21 in Holly- 
wood, and were endorsed by the council. These bills 
dealt with workmen’s compensation, unemployment in- 
surance, old-age pensions, and numerous other matters 
of direct interest to Labor. All legislation authorized by 
the federation’s recent convention, as well as those rec- 
ommended by various organizations, and in conformity 
with the federation’s policy, were incorporated in the 
legislative program. Some new bills emanating from the 
federation itself, as well as old bills which have been 
defeated at previous sessions of the legislature, were also 
included. 


Defends Union Shop 


CHICAGO (AFLN)—Vigorous defense of union 
shops, which now are estimated to cover more than 
6,500,000 workers in key industries, was expressed by 
Lewis G. Hines, national legislative representative of the 
AFL, in an address over radio station WGN. In a de- 
bate with Rep. Clare Hoffman, who had referred to the 
union shop as a “closed shop.” Mr. Hines declared 
such a term as this has been used for years by foes of 
Labor to cast opprobrium upon the entire Labor Move- 
ment. He cited, particularly, the reference after the First 
World War to the phrase “American Plan,” to which 
large industrial firms contributed to “destroy, or at least 
render impotent, the Organized Labor Movement in 
America.” 


New Garment Agreement 


LOWELL, Mass. (AFLN)—The International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers has signed a contract with the Syn- 
thetic Yarns, Inc. It is retroactive to October 14, and 
provides a 70-cents-an-hour minimum, and also calls 
for a 2 per cent vacation fund financed by the company 
for those employed from three months to five years and 
a 5 per cent fund for those employed five years or more. 


Pictureless Cartoon 


Uncle Ephriam is an aged darky who has retired from 
his labors to sit upon his shady veranda and watch the 
world go by. 

“Mandy,” he said to his faithful wife, the other day, 
“I has noticed one big difference 'twixt men and women.” 

“Whut's dat?’’ asked Mandy. 

‘Jes’ dis,” answered Uncle Ephriam: ‘‘a man’ll gib $2 
for a $1 artickle dat he wants, an’ a woman'll gib $1 fer 
a $2 artickle dat she doan’ want.” 


Occasional Chairs 


At attractive home- 
making prices 


A distinguished assortment in a marvelous variety 


of styles, upholstery and colors. Every chair an 
important value. 


Friday, December 27, 1946 


Deaths in Labor's Ranks 


IN SAN FRANCISCO 
Richter, Frank B.—December 18; Hotel Service Workers’ 
283. 
Stoffer, August W.—December 18; S. F. Fire Dept. 
Boro, Charles J.—December 19; Barbers’ 148. 
Hansen, George—December 20; Machinists’ 1305. 
Sullivan, Arthur A.—December 20; Bldg. Service 18. 
Jones, Stanley M. Jr.—December 21; Milk Wagon Driv- 
ers’ 226. 
Federoff, William P.—December 21; Engineers’ 3. 


OUTSIDE SAN FRANCISCO 


Nye, Orrin L.—In Palo Alto December 20; Carpenters. 
Cherne, John P.—In Alameda December 22; Butchers’, 
Oakland. 


Co-Operation Is Key 


To Industrial Peace 


ATLANTIC CITY (AFLN)—The only sane course 
in Labor-management relations “is one of co-operation 
to the end that Labor secure its just share of the profits 
of industry, and that employers are returned a fair profit 
on their investment.” 

This was the declaration of Louis P. Marciante of 
Trenton, president of the New Jersey State Federation of 
Labor, in his address before the 69th session of the State 
group. It was echoed by Mayor Vincent J. Murphy of 
Newark, who laid down a comprehensive program to 
forestall the increased cost of living, main purchasing 
power within reach of the workers, stave off another de- 
pression, and resist anti-Labor bills. The Mayor is secre- 
tary-treasurer of the State Federation. 

“If this attempt to shackle Labor is successful,’ he 
told the 700 delegates, “it is certainly going to be appar- 
ent to Labor they must make a choice between enslave- 
ment by the State or by capitalism. 

“My guess, based on what has happened in other 
countries, is that they will accept governmental domina- 
tion in the form of Marxism rather than governmental 
domination in the interest of private enterprise.” 

The Mayor's program embraced the following points: 

1—Effective organization of all local unions to sup- 
port federal or State legislation aimed to help Labor. 

2—Full co-operation in the productive effort of the 
Nation, by fully exhausting the process of collective 
bargaining before resorting to strikes, and by punishing 
immediately members who resort to wildcat strikes. 

3—Organizing buyers’ strikes against all merchandise 
that is priced too high. 


N. Y. Minimum Pay Hearings 


NEW YORK CITY (ILNS)—The first public hear- 
ings on upward revision of minimum wage orders for 
the restaurant, laundry and hotel industries were con- 
ducted before the recently appointed minimum wage 
boards for the respective industries during the week of 
December 16 in Buffalo, Rochester. Syracuse, Utica, 
Binghamton and Albany. 
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Raises Recommended 


For Short Line Roads 


WASHINGTON (ILNS)—An emergency board has 
recommended that non-operating employees of 11 short 
line railroads be given the full 1814 cents an hour in- 
crease granted employees of the big carriers earlier in 
the year. The board recommended variable applications 
of the pay increase on a number of other small lines. 

Railroads involved generally are short lines which 
were not represented in the negotiations last spring and 
opposed putting the raises into effect, but in general they 
had settled with their operating workers such as engine 
and train crews. 

The board recommended that as to railroads falling 
into what is called Group B, the disputes be returned 
“for conference and bargaining and in the light of facts 
so developed, an agreement be made as to the amount of 
increase and extent of retroactivity.” 


Depression Forecasts Belied 


COLUMBUS (AFLN)—Pessimistic predictions of an 
early depression are belied, due to history's largest har- 
vest and an almost insatiable world demand for food, 
Agriculture Secretary Anderson told the Ohio Grange. 

“When agriculture prospers the rest of the Nation is 
prosperous,” the Secretary said, and then explained his 
reasoning: ‘For every person that tills the soil there is 
at least one other person who makes his living by pro- 
cessing, wholesaling, transporting and retailing agricul- 
tural products. In addition, for every two farmers there 
is at least one person who makes his living furnishing 
goods and services which farmers buy. Add these three 
together and you will see that they total up to more than 
35 per cent of the Nation's workers.” 


WDL Prepares Miners’ Brief 


NEW YORK CITY (WDL)—An amicus curiz brief 
in support of John L. Lewis and the United Mine Work- 
ers in the forthcoming supreme court appeal from their 
contempt convictions, is being prepared by Carl Rachlin, 
attorney for the Workers’ Defense League, and Rowland 
Watts, associate WDL secretary. 


1947 Automobile Licenses 


Your 1947 automobile license renewal may be obtained 
at all branches of the Department of Motor Vehicles on 
Thursday, January 2. San Francisco motorists may ob- 
tain their new registration certificates at 160 Van Ness 
avenue south. Plates will not be issued at time of re- 
newal but will be mailed later in the year. 


Dairy Belle 
Milk 


Does taste like cream 


because it contains 
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Try Kt 


ATwater 6680 
San Mateo 3-7151 


Run o' the Hook 


By C. M. BAKER, 
President of Typographical Union No. 21 


William M. (‘Bill’) Davy, for over 66 years a mem- 
ber of the union, passed away on December 17. At the 
time of his death, Mr. Davy had a longer continuous 
membership in the union than any other local member. 
A native of Lima, Ohio, Mr. Davy joined Kansas City 
Typographical Union in 1880 and throughout his long 
career in the industry had worked on newspapers in 
Ohio, Missouri, Minnesota, Indiana, Oregon, Washing- 
ton, Wisconsin and California. Coming to San Fran- 
cisco in 1906, the deceased member later was successively 
foreman of the Morning Call, the Chronicle, the Herald 
and the News. Mr. Davy was actively engaged at the 
trade up to several months ago, and his fellow workers 
of the News chapel presented him with a token of their 
esteem upon the occasion of his 84th birthday. A son, 
Clarence Davy, member of No. 21, survives. Funeral 
services, under the auspices of the union, were held at 
the Reilly mortuary, with interment following at Cypress 
Lawn. 


A 10-day strike at Tucson was ended December 8, 
when the typographical union in that city accepted a new 
wage rate of $1.78 an hour, two cents more than had 
been offered prior to suspension of publication. 

The first of the week the Franklin Association of 
Chicago, in continuing negotiations with Chicago Typo- 
graphical Union, following the request of that local that 
the ITU grant strike sanction, offered an increase of $10 
on all shifts, the same amount the union recently se- 
cured under a new newspaper contract. The old com- 
mercial contract which expired October 4, called for a 
minimum wage of $65.80. ITU President Randolph has 
been conducting the negotiations with the Chicago job 
printers’ association. The latest proposal at Chicago for 
a $10 increase did not include retroactive pay, but mere- 
ly an agreement by the employers “to discuss’ that 
matter later. 

Amarillo Typographical Union has requested permis- 
sion to strike all newspapers and job offices in that city 
to enforce its demands for a new wage scale. 

Ed Guenley (Call-Bulletin) entered the hospital on 
Thursday, where he will undergo an operation which it 
is hoped will correct a long-standing ailment. Here's to 
a complete restoration of good health, Ed! 

Al G. Clark (Call-Bulletin) has left our city and will 
shortly enter business in his home State of Iowa. 

The Scale Committee met with the Employing Print- 
ers’ Association on last Friday. Some progress toward 
agreement upon a 1947 contract was made and another 
meeting was scheduled for Friday, December 27. 

A number of very beautifully worded acknowledg- 
ments of receipt of the Union’s Christmas gifts to its 
pensioner members have been received. The spirit of 
those who blazed the way to the conditions which we 
now enjoy and their pride in their union membership 
should be an inspiration to greater progress in the fu- 
ture. One of the “oldsters’’ writes of the days when he 
was battling to improve conditions when compositors 
were “setting type in job offices for $16.20 a week and 
working ten hours a day. * * *” 

The annual Christmas party given by the Wall Street 
Journal chapel in the composing room of that newspaper 
was attended by hundreds of employees, members of their 
families and friends. The room had been elaborately 
decorated with Christmas greens and all equipment 
covered. Roast turkey and ham were served and there 
was a bountiful ‘snack bar” as well as varied liquid re- 
freshments. Dancing, cards and motion pictures round- 
ed out a most enjoyable evening. 

“Al” Smith of the Wall Street Journal has returned 
to his situation after a prolonged stay in the Veterans’ 
Hospital, where he underwent two operations. Minus 
about 30 pounds, Al celebrated by dancing every num- 
ber at the chapel’s Christmas party. 

In a friendly session of ‘draw’ at the chapel party, 
the writer held up two aces and called for three. Two 
of the three drawn were aces. Four aces ‘“‘looked’’ fair- 
ly good, but there was no Santa Claus and only one 
“caller.” 


HAPPY NEW YEAR! 


Last Quarter Tax Deluge 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Collectors of Internal 
Revenue, deluged with receipts of a large number of 
final quarterly payments on income taxes, pointed out 
the final quarter payment will not be due until January 
15, 1947. Last December Congress extended by one 
month the final payment of the tax due for the last quar- 
ter. In previous years the last installment was due on 


December 15. 


JAS. H. REILLY & CO. 
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Rail Yardmasters 
Issued AFL Charter 


CHICAGO (ILNS)-~The American Federation of 
Labor has issued a charter to the Railroad Yardmasters 
of America, M. G. Schoch, president, and D. W. Dicke- 
Son, secretary-treasurer, of the yardmaster’s organization 
announced here. 


Some 70 per cent of the Nation’s yardmasters are rep- 
resented by the union, established in 1918 when seven 
yardmasters’ groups amalgamated into one organization. 
The executive council of the AFL, meeting here immedi- 
ately after the federation’s annual convention, instructed 
President William Green to issue the charter. 


Woman's Auxiliary No. 21 to S. F. 
Typographical Union No. 21 


By J. ANN McLeEop 


The regular meeting of Woman's Auxiliary No. 21 
was held in Sagamore Hall, Red Men's Building, Tues- 
dav evening, December 17. Due to the absence of 
President Loraine Kriese, who is spending the holidays 
with relatives in Texas, First Vice-President Mary E. 
Haines conducted the meeting and did a really swell 
job. Label Committee Chairtuan Grace Young presented 
her committee with beautiful corsages carrying the Union 
Label. Three new members were installed: Mrs. Edith 
M. Penn, wife of John H. Penn, employed by the Re- 
corder Printing Co.; Mrs. Ruby Pelhank, wife of Ken- 
neth Pelhank, printer, employed by the S. F. Examiner, 
and Mrs. Tess Randall, wife of Mr. Leo R. Randall, 
mailer, employed by the S. F. Chronicle. Merchandise 
left over from the bazaar was offered for sale at the 
meeting. 

Our Annual Christmas Party followed the meeting 
and was a very nice affair. A beautiful young lady named 
Carol Pickering, started off the party by entertaining the 
members and guests with some clever acrobatic and tap 
dancing. Donny Brill, Jr., son of Mr. Don Brill of the 
Shopping News, sang some popular songs in his own 
inimitable style with a tap dance, then Carol and Donny 
offered some fancy tap dancing. Miss Bobby Pickering 
accompanied them on the piano. Mr. Arthur Berliner, 
mailer employed by the S. F. News, sang several selec- 
tions. His rendition of “The Holy City’ was very beau- 
tiful and, for the youngsters, both young and old, he 
sang “If I Were a Millionaire.” Mr. Berliner then led 
a “community sing” until the appearance of Santa Claus. 
Santa was in a jovial mood and traded the ladies a gift 
for a hug. One of our members lifted his whiskers and 
kissed him on the neck in an effort to learn his identity. 
Entertainment Committee Chairman Betsy Haines later 
introduced Santa as Yeoman 3rd Class Carl W. Muma, 
stationed with Commander 19th Fleet, U. S. Navy. Carl 
was a former shipmate of Betsy’s husband and a family 
friend. A false face and plenty of pillows transformed 
a handsome young man into a lovable old Santa Claus. 
Shirley Ann Haines, aged two and a half, and Leanna 
Sue Pelhank, aged four, heartily enjoyed his visit. Among 
our guests were Mrs. Jewell Wellington and her daugh- 
ter, Joyce, and Miss Beverly Bailey who assisted the en- 
tertainment committee in decorating the hall and serv- 
ing the refreshments. Mrs. Marguerite B. MacLeod, 
secretary of San Francisco Typographical Union No. 21, 
Arthur and Sanford Berliner, who came with their 
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Berliner; Mrs. Ida 
Fox, Mr. and Mrs. Shields, Mr. Elmer Mathews and 
T. U. members Bert Allyn, Bob Verner, John Penn, 
Jack Bardsley, Harry Porter, Claude Maxwell, Harry 
Young and Mailer Eldon McLeod. A buffet supper of 
assorted sandwiches, potato salad, ice cream, cake, and 
coffee, was served by the entertainment committee: Betsy 
Haines, chairman, Florence Reynolds, Bertha Bailey, 
Laura Moore and Augusta Gooler. 

We are happy to report that Clarence Abbott is home 
from the hospital and doing very nicely. 

Lt. Edward Maxwell and his wife and son, Edward, 
Jr., age one year, arrived December 17 from New York, 
to spend the holidays with Lt. Maxwell's parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Claude Maxwell. 

Very best wishes to our members and friends for a 
Happy and Successful New Year. 
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Profits Increase as 


Wage Gains Are Made 


WASHINGTON (ILNS)-—Rising profits have gone 
with rising wages in 1946, the American Federation of 
Labor points out in its Labor’s Monthly Survey for De- 
cember. 


“Wages have increased substantially this year,” the 
survey says. ‘In American factories the wage rise from 
January to October was as follows: 

“In heavy industries: From $43.67 to $49.06, or al- 
most $5.40 a week; in consumers’ industries: from $38.75 
to $42.48, or $3.73 per week. 

“The high level of production in the third quarter of 
1946 lifted industrial profits to new high figures in many 
industries. Figures from the National City Bank show 
that profits of 350 companies rose 12 per cent in the 
first three quarters of 1946 compared to the same month 
in 1945; while profits of 371 companies reported by 
Standard and Poor rose 11.3 per cent in the same period. 
Total profits after taxes reached a new peak in 1946. 

“Rising profits accompanied rising wages. American 
business firms in general were well able to pay higher 
wages.” 


Consumers’ Index Up 2 Per Cent 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Prices of essential con- 
sumer goods rose some 2 per cent between mid-October 
and mid-November, due mainly to a climb of 414 per 
cent in food prices, it was reported by the Labor De- 
partment’s Bureau of Labor Statistics. Living essentials 
other than food and rent rose less than 1 per cent, ac- 
cording to the index. Rents were not surveyed in No- 
vember, the bureau pointed out, and final figures will 
not be available until about December 26. The esti- 
mated 2 per cent increase for the month brought the 
consumers’ price index to about 152. The average be- 
tween 1935 and 1939 equals 100. 


Farm Union Support Urged 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—AFL President William 
Green has issued a Nation-wide appeal to all Interna- 
tional and National unions, State Federations of Labor 
and other divisions of the Federation to throw their full 
support behind the recently chartered National Farm 
Labor Union. In a letter to all branches of the Federa- 
tion. Mr. Green called attention to the fact that the 
newly affiliated organization, ‘which made a fine record 
of achievement over a period of 12 years as an inde- 
pendent association,” now has embarked upon a cam- 
paign ‘to bring the wage workers on industrialized farms 
throughout the country the benefits of organization and 
collective bargaining.” 


"Shocking Proposal" 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Branding as “shocking” 
a proposal attributed to Representative Carl T. Curtis 
of Nebraska to ‘clarify the Corrupt Practices Act to 
make it illegal for Labor unions to compile voting rec- 
ords of members of Congress, and to pay for having 
them printed and circulated,” Senator Glen H. Taylor 
issued a statement declaring: ‘ 

“This proposal is shocking to all believers in consti- 
tutional democracy. It will be a sad day for America 
when its Congress functions in dark and secret sessions. 
The proposal abrogates freedom of the press and the 
right of the people to petition for a redress of griev- 
ances. I do not know whether Mr. Curtis plans to ac- 
complish his objective by constitutional amendment or 
otherwise, but I know I will fight it to the last.” 


49,140,000 Non-Farm Workers 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Employment of non-farm 
workers reached an all-time record of 49,140,000 in 
November, a survey by the Census Bureau revealed. An 
increase of 700,000 workers in this category over the 
previous month made no material change, however, in 
the over-all number of civilian employees, which was 
57,040,000. This was due to a decline of 720,000 in 
agricultural workers, which was seasonal but larger than 
usual. For November the agricultural workers were esti- 
mated at 7,900,000. 
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Labor Clarion 


S.F. Labor Council 


Secretary's Office and Headquarters: 
Labor Temple, 2940 Sixteenth Street (Room 214) 
Headquarters Phone: MArket 6304 


fhe Labor Council meets every Friday at 8 p. m., at the Labor 
femole. The Executive and Arbitration Committee meets every 
Monday, at 8 p. m. The Organizing Committee meets every 
Friday at 7:30 p. m. The Union Label Section meets the first 
Wednesday of every month. at 7:30 p. m. 


SYNOPSIS OF MEETING OF THE SAN FRANCISCO LABOR 
COUNCIL, HELD FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1946. 

sa paid was called to order at 8 p. m. by Vice-President 
Rotell. 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS—AlII present excepting Presi- 
dent Shelley, who was excused; Brether Rainbow acting as 
vice-president. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES—Minutes of previous meeting 
approved as printed in the Labor Clarion. 

CREDENTIALS—Referred to the Organizing Committee: 
Barbers No. 148—M. C. Isaksen, Stanley Roman, R. Alario, 
Ludwig Keller, Grover Duke and John Eberhardt. 

REPORT OF THE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE— (Special 
meeting of the Organizing Committee held Friday, Decem- 
ber 20.) Meeting called to order at 7 p. m. by Chairman 
Giannini. All members present except Brother Bruno, who 
was excused. Alse present were Brothers Ballerini of the 
Production Machinists No. 1327 and Brother Lane of the 
Automotive Machinists No. 1305. Brother Rotell reported 
on his phone conversation with George Meany, secretary- 
treasurer of the AFL. The matter of NLRB relations in 
San Mateo was brcught up, and it was shown that the CIO 
would have undue advantage in such elections by virtue of 
the Machinists being unaffiliated with the AFL. After con- 
siderable discussion, Brothers Ballerini and Lane were ex- 
cused. The committee went into executive session with the 
following result: It was moved, seconded and carried unani- 
mously, to recommend that the six locals of the Interna- 
tional Ass¢ciation of Machinists, to-wit: Automotive Ma- 
chinists No. 1305, Production Machinists No. 1327, Machin- 
ists’ Lodge No. 68, Tool and Die Makers No. 1176, Welders 
No. 1330 and Locksmiths No. 1331, who applied for affili- 
ation in the San Francisco Labor Council be seated. 

The following were examined and having been found to 
possess the necessary qualifications, were recommended by 
your committee to be seated as delegates to this Council: 
Apartment and Hotel Employees No. 14—Thomas Conroy and 
George D. Davies. (Report of the committee was concurred 
in as a whole.) 


COMMUNICATIONS—Filed: From Waitresses No. 48 con- 
eratulating the Organizational Strategy on their good work. 
From President Green calling on all central bodies to assist 
the Lumber and Sawmill workers by publicizing their 11 
months’ fight for the cause of Labor. From Allied Printing 
Trades Council advising their name has been removed from 
the sponsoring organizations of the California Labor School. 
From Hospital and Institutional Workers No. 250 reporting 
the »sdontion of the Council’s resolution pertaining to the 
Archbishop Hanna Home for Boys Financial state of the 
SF. Chapter of the National Foundation for Infantile 
Paralysis, Ine. Official minutes of the S. F. Building and 
Construction Trades Council. From Ray A. Lasater report- 
ine on the activities of his office as liaison officer for the 
AFL at the USES for the period November 20 to Decem- 
ber 18. 

BILLS were read, approved by the trustees and ordered 
paid. : 

DONATIONS—T'o the Organizational and Strategy Com- 
mittee: Sanitary Truck Drivers No. 350—$150; Waitresses 
No. 48—$1,000. To the ‘March of Dimes’? campaign fund: 
Tee Wagon Drivers No. 519—$20; Photoengravers No. 8— 
&10; Newspaper and Periodical Drivers No. 921—$25: Pro- 
fess‘onal Embalmers No. 9049—$5; Chauffeurs No. 265— 
$100: Waitresses No. 48—$100; Window Cleaners No. 44— 
$5: Barbers No. 148—$10; Water Workers No. 401—$10; 
Mailers No. 18—$20; Musicians No. 6—$10. To the Arch- 
hishon Hanna Center: Barbers No. 148—$10; Mailers No. 
18—$20. A 

RESOLUTION—Resolution by Supervisor Christopher nro- 
nosing compulsory arbitration in industrial disputes. Mo- 
tion made by Delegate Cancilla to condemn resolution as 
in‘mical to the best interests of Labor. Carried unani- 
mously. Delegates were urged to attend meeting of the 
Po ord of Supervisors, December 23, to defend Labor’s posi- 
tien and to urge defeat of this resolution. 

REFERRED TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE—From 
the AFL Organizing Committee of San Mateo County re- 
euesting financial assistance in organizing the Burlingame 
Country Club. From the Local Joint Executive Board re- 
ouesting strike sanction against Nic-Nac, 266 Sutter street, 
and the G & G Sandwich Shop at 505 Montgomery street. — 

REQUEST COMPLIED WITH—Request of the Rehabili- 
tation Center of S. F., Inc., that a speaker be invited to a 
meeting of the council to explain their services to the physi- 
cally handicapped. 

REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE— (Meeting 
held Monday, December 16.) All members present or ex- 
cused. In the matter of the Furniture Workers’ Union, Local 
No. 3141, requesting strike sanction against the bedding 
industry; this matter was referred to a subcommittee con- 
sisting of Brothers O’Connell and Johns, who shall conduct 
further negotiations. In the matter of the Culinary Work- 
ers’ request for strike sanction against the Plantation and 
the Ever-Fresh Restaurant; these matters shall be held in 
committee. In the matter of the proposed wage seale and 
working agreement of Office Employees’ Union No. 3; this 
matter shall be referred to a representative committee te be 
selected by the chairman. In th matter of the working 
agreement submitted by Window Cleaners’ Union No. 44. 
your committee recommends approval with the usual ad- 
monition. Brothers Guiney and Killeger appeared before 
your committee on behalf of the Florists Ne. 167, and this 
matter, after considerable discussion, was referred to the 
President of the Council. (Report of the committee was 
concurred in with the exception of the matter of the Plan- 
tation and Ever Fresh Restaurant. Motion was made that 
strike sancticn be granted; carried. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES—The San Francisco 
Labor Council has appointed the following delegates to_ serve 
on the ‘March of Dimes’? campaign: Joseph Deviny, Bruno 
Mannori, Thomas Rotell, Joseph Bailey, Edward Moore. 
Claude Jinkerson and Jennie Matyas. The Building and 
Construction Trades Ccuncil named the_ following: Daniel 
Del Carlo. Dewey Mead, Reed Stoney, James Rickets and 
John Smith. 

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE—Brother Johns re- 
ported for the sub-committee appointed to negotiate with 
the Retail Drug Association for the Pharmacists No. 838. 
He said the association had remained adamant on the five- 
day 40-héur week for the drug sales clerks, and though 
the un‘on had yielded on 17 of the 18 issues in dispute, 
the strike would continue until this point could be settled. 
Delegate Johns asked the strong support of the Council for 
the Pharmacists. 


REPORTS OF 


‘ Friday, December 27, 1946 


UNIONS—Delegate Minudri reported on 


| Bay Area Labor Week 


DECEMBER 18—Senator Knowland states he is not 
favorable to “repressive’’ Labor legislation . . . Phar- 
macists’ Union No. 838 strike 19 Owl-Sontag-Rexall 
drug stores over wage-hour demands for clerks . . 
California State Federation of Labor rejects CIO bid 
of an implied joint legislative program at Sacramento. 

DECEMBER 19—CIO longshoremen asks for pay 
increases of 14 cents hourly . . . AFL Labor Council 
President Shelley protests police action in placing phar- 
macists’ pickets on curb illegally . . . Grocery Clerks 
ratif- wage proposal and agreement signed. 

DECEMBER 20—Butchers’ Union 115 re-elected 
Milton Maxwell secretary and Thomas Anderson pres- 
ident independent druggists rejects pharmacists’ 
wage demand; union spokesman says at least 100 inde- 
pendents will go along with union. 

DECEMBER 21—Pharmacists’ Union warns that 
union’s strike might spread to stores not going along 
with union’s demands in clerks’ setup . . . Kahn’s and 
Hastings Oakland store disputes negotiations stalled 
after five days and nights’ hearings before U. S. Con- 
ciliation Service three-man panel. 

DECEMBER 22—Pharmacists’ Union No. 838, en- 
deavoring to sign independent drug store owners as 
picketing continues at all Owl-Revall-Sontag stores. 

DECEMBER 23—One large chain drug company is 
reported as having signed agreement with Pharma- 
cists’ Union; strike against Owl Drug chain stores 
continues . . . AFL Pacific Gas and Electric workers 
and independent groups receive wage increases. 


Millions of Yule Trees 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—According to the Forest 
Service estimate, an annual Christmas harvest of from 
15 to 18 million trees provides Christmas trees for more 
than half the families of the United States. 


the possibility of the hospital nurses being barred by the 
State Nurses’ Association fer union membership. Delegate 
Phill‘ts announced the Bakery Wagon Drivers had donated 
$100 to the ‘‘March of Dimes’? campaign. Delegate White, 
Warehousemen’s No. 860, warned the delegates of adopting 
insurance plans under Section 10 of the Shelley Disability 
Act, without thorough investigation. 

Receipts, $1,010.00; disbursements, $904.80. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p. m. 


JOHN A. O'CONNELL, Secretary. 


Unions Protest Waste 
Of Nova Scotia Meat 


HALIFAX, N. S. (ILNS)—With meat scarce and 
bringing record high prices, AFL unions including the 
Seamen’s Union, have been bringing to light the fact 
that scores of tons of fresh and cured meats have been 
rotting on board steamers owned by the Canadian gov- 
ernment, creating a health menace for the crews. It was 
not until revelations and complaints from the Seamen’s 
Union had been publicly made, that steps were taken to 
dump the rotten meats overboard. 


While the meats were decaying, the members of the 
crews of the ships involved were unable to get more 
than small quantities of meat at their meals. 

In addition to the meats rotting on board the steam- 
ers, the foods have decayed while in warehouses and 
on docks, and large quantities have been trucked to city 
and town dumps, where they have constituted health 
menaces. Foods of all kinds have rotted at camps for 
the army, navy and air force, which have been wholly or 
partly abandoned and left unguarded in some cases. 
City and town officials and councils have complained 
that the decaying foods have endangered health. 


Halifax Labor to Build Temple 


HALIFAX, N. S. (ILNS)—A start in erection of a 
new Labor Temple for AFL unions’ locals and the dis- 
trict Trades and Labor Council, will be made in the 
early spring of 1947, it was decided at the annual meet- 
ing of the Labor Temple Association. The temple, which 
had served as the AFL base and meeting place in Hali- 
fax for many years, was destroyed by fire several years 
ago. The war prevented earlier restoration of the temple. 
It is planned to make the new building larger and more 
modern than its predecessor. The financing campaign is 
to be launched early in January, and the outlook is that 


the building will be completed by late summer or early 
fall. 


Detroit Typos Get Raise 


DETROIT (AFLN)—Members of the International 
Typographical Union (AFL), employed on the three 
daily newspapers here, voted to accept the managements’ 
offer of wage increases of $11.08 to $11.75 weekly. 
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Union made—Union store 


The Family Shoe Store 
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The concerns listed below are on the “We Don’t Patronize” list of the San Francisco Labor Council. 
Members of labor unions and sympathizers are requ ested to note this Jist carefully from week to week: 


Adam Hat Stores, 
119 Kearny. 

Advance Pattern Company, 552 Mission. 

Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

Bruener. John, Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

California Watch Case Company. 

California Chocolates Company, 137 
Grant avenue. 


Chan Quon, photo engraver, 680 Clay. 

Curtis Publishing Co. (Ph ladelphia), 
publishers of ‘Saturday Evening Post, 
“Ladies' Home Journal,"" "Country 
Gentleman," ''Holiday."' 

Doran Hotels (include St. Regis, 85 Fourth 
St.; Mint, 141 Fifth St.; Hale, 939 Mis- 
sion St.; Land, 936 Mission St.; Hills- 
dale, 5! Sixth St.; Grand Central, 


Inc., 844 Market, 


All non-union independent taxicabs. 


Barber Shops that do not display the shop card of the Jour- 


neymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 


Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card of the Hair- 


| 


1412 Market St., and the Ford Apart- 
ments, 957 Mission St.). 
Mrake Cleaners and Dyers. 
Farmer Bros.' Coffee 
Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 
Gantner & Mattern, 1453 Mission. 
Gates Rubber Company, 2700 - léth St. 


General Distillers, Ltd., 136 Front St. 
Goldstone Bros., Manufacturers of over. 
alls and working men's clothing. 

Lucerne Apartments, 766 Sutter. 
National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 


O'Keefe-Merrltt Stove Co., Products, Los 
Angeles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Remington-Rand, Inc., 509 Market. 

Romaine Photo Studio, 220 Jones. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 


Sealey Mattress Company, 6699 San Pab- 
lo Ave., Oakland. 


Shangra-La Beauty Salon, 1677 Wash- 
ington. 

Sloane, W. & J. 

Smith, ~ C., Typewriter Company, 545 
Market. 


Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 


Stanford University Hospital, Clay and 
Webster. 


Sutro Baths and Skating Rink. 
Swift & Co. 


"Time" and "'Life'' (magazines), prod- 
ucts of the unfair Donnelley firm 
(Chicago). 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 53! 
Market. 


dressers and Cosmetologists’ Department of the Journeymen 


Barbers’ International Union of America are unfair. 


Locksmith Shops which do not display the union shop card of 


Federated Locksmiths No. 133! are unfair. 


1947 Officers of 


Musicians’ Union 6 


Members of Musicians’ Union, No. 6, voted on De- 
cember 18 and 19 for the following officers for 1947: 


President—Ed. S. Moore. 

Vice-President—W. A. Weber. 

Recording Secretary—A. Jack Haywood. 

Financial Secretary-Treasurer—James J. Voss. 

San Francisco Business Agent—Eddie T. Burns. 

Alameda County Business Agent—Albert Morris. 

Alameda County Branch Secretary—Julius Baglini. 

San Mateo County Secretary—Elmer Vincent, Sr. 

Marin County Secretary—M. A. Salinger. 

Sergeant-at-Arms—Ed. Harris. 

Telephone Tender (Long Shift)—Walter G. Love. 

Telephone Tender (Short Shift)—Mike Rachman. 

Board of Directors—James Dewey, Ray Tellier, Harry 
Hall, Art Weidner, Walt Roesner, ‘‘Jules’” G. Spiller, 
Nat Argenteo. 

Board of Relief—Ed. S. Moore, ‘Jules’ G. Spiller, 
Ray A. Engel, Paul Kubischeck, William Catalano. 

Delegates to §. F. Labor Council—Eddie T. Burns, 
“Jules” G. Spiller, Peter Butti, Jo Mendel, Harry A. 
Mason, Joe Figone, William Catalano, Art Weidner. 

Delegates to Alameda Labor Council—Julius Bag- 
lini, George Price. 

Delegates to AFM Convention—Eddie T. Burns, Al- 
bert Morris, Ed. §. Moore. 

Delegates to California State Federation of Labor— 
James G. Dewey, A. Jack Haywood, Jo Mendel. 

Delegates to California, Nevada and Arizona Confer- 
ence—Eddie T. Burns, Albert Morris, Jerry Richard. 


Thirteen amendments pertaining to changes in laws of 
the union received favorable consideration by the mem- 
bers. Total vote cast was 1.734. 


Inadequacies Pointed Out 


SAN FRANCISCO (CFLN)—Inadequacies of the 
benefits now provided for by the Workmen's Com- 
pensation, at a recent meeting of the Senate Interim 
Committee on Workmen’s Compensation, held in Los 
Angeles. Compulsory workmen's compensation be- 
came the law in California in 1914, at which time the 
legislature provided for a maximum compensation of 
$20.83 per week. In 1929 the maximum was raised 
to $25.00, and in 1943, as a result of strong efforts 
by the federation, it was revised upwards, temporarily, 
to $30.00 per week. Unless further action is taken 
by the legislature during the 1947 session, however, 
the maximum will revert back to $25.00 per week. 


Cannery Negotiations 


The full negotiating committee of the California State 
Council of Cannery Unions will meet in its first general 
session in Oakland on Friday, December 27. The Friday 
meeting will be the first of the committee prior to ef- 
fecting a bill of particulars requesting progressive mod- 
ifications and adjustments to the AFL cannery contract, 
with the California Processors and Growers, Inc., cover- 
ing the coming 1947 season. The Council Negotiating 
Committee is composed of three members of each of the 
teamster-cannery local unions affiliated with the council. 


Meat Supply Increases 


WASHINGTON (AFLN) — During November a 
gain of 100 million pounds in cold stocks of meat 
brouzht the Nation’s meat supply closer to normal, ac- 
cording to a report from the Department of Agriculture. 
At this time, cold storage warehouses held 374 million 
pounds of all varieties of meats, a substantial gain over 
the 266 million of the previous month. 


German Coal Output Up 


HERFORD, Germany (AFLN)—The Control Com- 
mission here has just announced that for the first time 
since the end of the war German miners in the British 
zone passed the 200,000-ton mark in a single day's 
output of hard coal. Recently they hit 200,877 tons, 
compared with a daily average for the past few weeks 
of 193,000 tons. 


Mobile Teamsters Win 


MOBILE (AFLN) — Another overwhelming victory 
has been won by the Teamsters and Chauffeurs’ Local 
991 in an election held by the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board here last month. This election was held for 
the employees of the Taylor Lowenstein Wholesale 
Grocery Co. here. The vote was more than five to one. 


Canada Dropping Gas Tax 


OTTAWA (AFLN)—OQn April 1st next year, the 
federal government here will abolish the 3-cent gasoline 
tax. The provincial governments urged the abandon- 
ment of this revenue. 


Early Copy 


Copy for publication in the Labor Clarion for issue of 
oa 3 should reach the office not later than Decem- 
er 30. 


MacArthur Told to Aid 


Jap Union Organization 


WASHINGTON (AFLN)—Directions were issued 
by the Far Eastern Commission in the latter part of De- 
cember under which General Douglas MacArthur is in- 
structed to encourage Japanese workers to band together 
in trade unions to build “a peaceful and democratic 
Japan” as well as improve their working conditions. 

Workers’ organizations with “militarist, ultra-nation- 
alistic, fascist or other totalitarian aims’’ are banned un- 
der the directive adopted by the commission representing 
the United States and 10 other allied nations interested 
in the Pacific. : 

The trade union directive asserted rights of workers 
to organize should be protected by law, with trade unions 
having rights of free assembly, speech and the press and 
access to broadcasting facilities. 

It called for mediation and arbitration machinery to 
be set up by the Japanese government for dealing with 
industrial disputes that cannot be settled by direct nego- 
tiation between the unions and employers. 

Strikes would be prohibited under the directive only 
when they would “directly prejudice’’ occupation objec- 
tives. 

The directive stipulated that unions should be allowed 
to take part in political activities and support political 
parties, as well as be encouraged to promote adult edu- 
cation and “understanding of democratic processes.” 

It provided that union officials should be elected by 
the workers “by secret ballot and democratic methods,” 
with records of union income and expenses available for 
public inspection. 

The commission said the three directives were adopted 
at its meeting on December 6. They were made public 
after transmission to General MacArthur. 


Los Angeles Hotels 
Sign Union Agreement 


LOS ANGELES—After approximately two months of 
negotiations with hotel owners in the Los Angeles area, 
Building Service Employees’ Union and Hotel Service 
Workers’ Union completed agreements with six hotels 
and tentative agreements with three others. The hotels 
are: Clark, Hayward, Mayfair, Town House, Hollywood 
Plaza and Hollywood Roosevelt. Assisting in the nego- 
tiations were George Hardy, Jack DePo and William 
Sloane. 

The agreements call for closed shop, check off and 
joint contract with the unions. Some months ago the 
unions in the hotel services signed a closed shop agree- 
ment with the management of the Rosslyn Hotel in Los 
Angeles, which was the first real break the unions re- 
ceived in their negotiations in this city. Co-operating 
with the above unions in their organizating work are 
the unions of the culinary crafts. 


Salvation Army Santa Claus 


NEW YORK CITY (ILNS)—More than 1,000,000 
men, women and children throughout the United States 
were aided by the Christmas Cheer and Service program 
of the Salvation Army, it was announced by Commis- 
sioner Ernest I. Pugmire, national commander. Thou- 
sands of volunteer workers helped Salvationists in over 
2,000 centers across the country to prepare Christmas 
cheer for children, aged, shut-ins, convalescent and dis- 
abled veterans, and patients in hospitals and institutions. 


Retail Drivers Assisted 


Finding the going a little rough in a local restaurant 
that persisted in using Farmer Bros. coffee, Retail Driv- 
ers, who are complying with the Teamsters’ Conference 
of the 11 western States in placing a boycott against the 
coffee outfit, called upon the Labor Council's Organi- 
zational Strategy Committee for assistance. The com- 
mittee was successful in a short time in stopping people 
crossing the picket line and finally closed the unfair 
restaurant. 


Wisdom 


“Free and fair discussion will ever be found the firmest 
friend to truth.’"—G. Campbell. 


United Undertakers 
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NEW FUNERAL HOME AND CHAPEL 


Los Angeles Musicians 
Elect 1947 Officers 


LOS ANGELES—J. K. (‘Spike’) Wallace, seven 
years president of the Los Angeles Musicians’ Associa- 
tion (Local 47, AFL), second largest music union in 
the United States, was last week re-elected president for 
two more years. He scored an easy victory over his op- 
ponent Tommy Jones, and carried his entire slate into 
office with him. 

John te Groen remains as vice-president; Frank D. 
Pendleton, recording secretary, and Al C. Meyer, finan- 
cial secretary. John M. Boyd and Charles C. Green, and 
R. H. (“Dick”) Dickinson were elected trustees. Zarh 
M. Bickford, Jack Baptiste, Art Ginder, Maury H. 
Paul and Warren D. Baker compose the board of direc- 
tors. Two delegates elected to represent the Musicians’ 
Association at the 1947 American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ convention are Charles C. Green and Frank D. 
Pendleton. 

Speaking on his re-election, President Wallace ex- 
pressed appreciation of the confidence shown his admin- 
istration. He said: ‘“We will continue to unite the musi- 
cians of Los Angeles and vicinity for the advancement 
of their profession, negotiate wages and all business ap- 
pertaining to the music profession and foster good pub- 
lic relations and fair dealing by and between our 14,000 
members.” 


Rejects Compulsory Arbitration 


WASHINGTON (ILNS)—Rejecting compulsory ar- 
bitration of Labor disputes, the eight-man Labor-Man- 
agement Advisory Committee of the U. S. Conciliation 
Service, declared for free collective bargaining, without 
wartime controls. The committee was set up by the 
Labor-management conference held in Washington in 
1945. 

A unanimous statement of policy, endorsed by Edgar 
L. Warren, head of the Conciliation Service, expressed 
faith that ‘a system of free collective bargaining can 
work.” It proposed four major mediation techniques to 
supplement the regular work of conciliation. The four 
techniques provide for special conciliators, tripartite me- 
diation, voluntary arbitration and emergency boards. 


Fire Loss on Increase 


NEW YORK CITY (AFLN)—A report from the 
Nationale Board of Fire Underwriters states that fire 
losses in November totaled $44,706,000, an increase of 
19.6 per cent over the $37,393,000 reported for Novem- 
ber 1945. Compared with October of this year, when 
the losses amounted to $40,108,000, the November to- 
tal represents an increase of 11.5 per cent. November's 
fire damage brings the total for the first 11 months of 
1946 to $503,393,000, which exceeds the losses of any 
year in the 19-year period from 1927 to 1945. 


More Freight Cars Due 


NEW YORK CITY (AFLN)—Railroad car builders 
estimate that the 17.6 per cent increase authorized in 
rail freight rates mav release the flood of orders they 
need for high level production of the freight cars that 
shippers are demanding. The shortage of freight cars 
dates back many months. Lack of cars during October 
alone held up shipment of 350,000 to 400,000 carloads 
of consumer goods, according to the Office of Defense 
Transportation. 


Yule Packages for Exiles 


NEW YORK CITY (ILNS)—A check for $1,000 to 
buy CARE packages for Spanish exiles in France was 
presented by the Internationa] Solidarity Committee, 303 
Fourth Avenue, New York City, which is conducting 
a drive to send Christmas CARE packages to thousands 
of survivors of concentration camps. The presentation 
was made at the office of the Dress Makers’ Joint Board 
of the International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. 


Your Stake in World Affairs 


Ouestion—When will the Council of Foreign Minis- 
ters discuss ‘“‘what to do with Germany”’? 

Answer—The Council will reconvene in Moscow on 
March 10 to discuss peace terms for both Germany and 
Austria. Reports for this meeting will be drafted by 
selected deputies, and submitted to the Big Four by the 
end of February. Foreign correspondents covering this 
meeting in Moscow will have the same freedom of re- 
porting which they have previously had in Paris and 
New York. 
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